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Introduction:  “Who are you to Judge?”  “Judge not lest ye be judged.”  “You are so judgmental!”   Who among us has not heard these, and other similar statements over and over in our Christian lives.  They usually come when we express our agreement with any of God’s absolute statements of right and wrong.  For example:  “God forbids sexual immorality in His Word.” [I Thess. 4:3]  Response:  “Who are you to judge.”  
The correct answer to the question “who are you to judge?” is the following:  I am nobody.  In fact,  I am actually unworthy to judge another for two reasons:  1.  I too am sinners, but graciously redeemed and washed by the blood of Christ.   2. There is only one worthy judge appointed for the entire universe, Jesus Christ the Righteous.  
John 5:21-22   21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,  
James speaks several times about the dangers of judging others.  One of the distinctives of this book is that it parallels the teachings of Jesus more precisely than other epistles. Jesus was the first to introduce this theme which threads through the gospels and the epistles.  In our text this morning God begins to deal with it in the Book of James.   

James 2:1-13  My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.  2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?  5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

In these verse, God reveals:
· The Restriction Against Judging Others  [1-4]

· The Reason Not to Judge Others [5-7]

· The Result of Judging Others [8-11]

· The Resolve Not to Judge Others [12-13]

The Restriction Against Judging Others  [1-4]

James 2:1-4  My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.  2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?

Do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism: We are very inclined to take this command lightly, because we simply do not think that this scenario applies to us.  We cant remember seeing a rich man with a fine robe and ring come into our church.  We have never, literally, outwardly discriminated against the poor dirty guy who occasionally comes in, by telling him to sit on the floor.  
The phrase “hold your faith…with and attitude of personal favoritism,” reveals that God is addressing your mind and heart, not just your behavior.  “Hold your faith” describes our trust in Christ.  It is how we trust Christ that is in view.  The coming illustration is designed to reveal our minds on this issue.  God is commanding us inwardly not outwardly.  
“Personal favoritism” describes how we think God deals with men.  In Christ’s day, the poor were considered to have an outward sign of God’s disapproval on them, while the rich were “obviously” blessed.  The fact that we think God has granted favor to the rich man, but not to the poor is revealed by our attitude toward each person.  .  
You pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool:"   When a wonderful family with scrubbed and obedient children comes in and takes a seat in our church, what do you think?  “I hope they like it here.  What a fine family.  They could support the ministry with attendance and giving.  They make us look good.  If people come in and see a church full of people like this they too will want to come and be with us. 
Now the dirty single guy.  Disheveled and unshaved.  What do you think?  “I’m glad he came, because he really, obviously needs the Lord.  He is obviously broke and will want financial help. Perhaps that is the only reason he came, to get some food or a tank of gas.  But if he gets converted he will clean up and be more presentable.  I hope other people don’t leave when they see a guy like this coming week in and week out. 
We do not want to be like that poor guy, do we?   We want to be like that other guy with his beautiful wife and happy, well behaved children.  We see the sign of God’s approval on the one and disfavor on the other.  This reality of our human condition drives our inclination to judge others.  It is what God speaks of here.  We do this, and not just in church.  On the street and in stores.  We identify with those we think are blessed and shun those we think are not.   
Have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?:  When God says this He is saying, “And you know I’m right.”  We may deny it saying, “when did we ever say anything like this or do anything like this,”  but God is going to assert that we do.  In our minds and with our emotions we make judgments about the fitness of people to be in our worship and more vitally, their condition before God. We instinctively believe that the outside reflects the inside.  It the way we are.  
Become judges with evil motives:  We have made judgments based on harmful, pain causing and faulty reasoning.  James’ hearers clearly liked the rich, clean, well dressed guy.  They wanted to be like him and to identify with him.  He made their assembly look good.  If he is your friend and sits by you, then you look good too.  God says that such an attitude is harmful, faulty and will cause pain and grief.  Not only that, it is patently false, because whether or not we acknowledge it, all men are in the same spiritual condition.    
The Reasons Not to Judge Others [5-7]

James 2:5-7   5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?

I want to remind you that to the readers of James’ day “poor” means sinful and outwardly unworthy while “rich” usually means righteous and outwardly worthy.  We make similar judgments all the time based on how people look, talk, act and dress.   How many times have you said to yourself or to someone else, “Yes he is in financial difficulty, but he brought it on himself.”  He sinned and that is why he is in this condition.  Or, “I know she is  sick, but  she brought it on herself.”  
Did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?:  Christ came for the poor. That is not to say that He did not come also for the rich.  It is to say that God does not judge men the way we do.  We judge wrongly and on outward appearances.  
Luke 4:18-21  18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD."  20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."

Driving home this point.  When John’s disciples of John asked if He was the Christ….. 
Luke 7:22-23   22 ….He answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.  23 "Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."

Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?:   This is not a call to discriminate now against the rich.  It is a call to right thinking.    All men are the same before God.  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Not some have sinned and fallen shorter than others, of the glory of God.  All men are exactly the same before the Cross.  That means you and me.  We are no better and no worse before God,  than the people we compare ourselves to.  Until you actually believe this you will not understand the commands against judging others.  
Unbelievers and believers alike are confused about this topic.  Unbelievers use the “do not judge” verses to silence the preaching of Christ as the sole remedy for the sin of all men.  They hope thereby to justify their sin in their own eyes.  If no one can say what is right or wrong then men and women can comfortably settle in with their sin.  

Believers dismiss the “do not judge” verses by saying,  “God has clearly stated what is or is not sin.  We have the right and the obligation to condemn sin when we see it in others.”  

So, who is right about this.  The unbeliever or the believer?  Both views above are wrong. Silencing the preaching of the Cross will not change a thing when sinners face God.  It will only allow them a more comfortable life of sin.  Believers, on the other hand, are still themselves sinners.  We are unfit to condemn other men, and we deceive ourselves when we claim to do it without condemning the sinner.  We are fit to tell men of Christ’s gracious salvation of sinners like us.  We are free to exalt and proclaim Christ Alone. 
1 Corinthians 1:23-31  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness……God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29 so that no man may boast before God.  30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
All men are poor and weak sinners before God. We are therefore, forbidden to judge men’s hearts and minds.  We are commanded instead to exalt Christ as the hope of men.  
We run a dangerous risk by misunderstanding or lightly dismissing the Scriptural teaching on judging others.   Here’s why:

· We will receive back the same thing we give:

Matthew 7:1-2  "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  
· It is the opposite of mercy and we are to be merciful like our Father.  Condemnation, unforgiveness and judgment all come back to us.
Luke 6:36-38  36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."
NOTE:  Some think this means that God will condemn you or refuse to pardon you. This, however  is at odds with other Scripture, where God says we are pardoned in Christ. 

Colossians 1:13-14  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

There is always the possibility that those who have no mercy to give, have never received any.  Those who cannot or will not pardon have never, themselves, been pardoned of their great sin against a righteous God.  

But for the genuine believer, Christ is speaking of the judgment, condemnation and unforgiveness we receive at the hands of other men when we judge, condemn and refuse to forgive.  This is surely the meaning of God’s teaching for believers, because Jesus prefaced His warnings in Luke with what we call the golden rule.  
Luke 6:31   31 "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.

· We are guilty of the same sin we judge others for.  We take the kindness and tolerance and patience of God lightly, by forgetting that it led us to repentance:
Romans 2:1-4  Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.  3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?  4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
· It shows contempt for Christ’s other children .  If God can accept you in Christ, with your sinful life,  who are you not to accept your brother who Christ also has accepted in his sinful condition. 
Romans 14:3-4  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.  4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

· It blinds us to our own accountability and makes us think we are righteous or better than others.  We forget our own sin when we judge one another.
Romans 14:10-13  10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."  12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.  13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore

The Result of Judging Others [8-11]

James 2:8-11  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

What is the result of misunderstanding or ignoring God’s commands not to judge others?  God’s verdict is painful.  “You are committing sin!” 

If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well:  James uses the word law again to signify something other than the Law of Moses.  Here it is called the “royal law” and then defined precisely for us.  It is the royal law because it was and is the law of the King of Glory.  
Matthew 22:36-40  36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
By mentioning only the second part, James asserts that you cannot judge your neighbor and love him at the same time.  These two are mutually exclusive.  If you love according to the Law of the King you do well…..
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors:   The “law” here is the “royal law.”  It is the greatest law or commandment and it is the “Law of our Lord Jesus Christ.”    Brothers and sisters, this is not to be taken lightly by us.  It is the one thing Jesus said a man must do.  
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all:  At first glance this looks like James is returning to the Law of Moses, but Jesus, The King, taught that: "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."   The Royal Law is the summary statement of the law.  It will simply not do to not murder, or commit adultery and then judge your neighbor.  It makes you a transgressor of the law of Christ and thus the whole law.  
Even though Jesus will be the final awesome judge of this creation, He did not come like that.  When He came as a fully human man, He walked and lived as a man lives before God.  We are His disciples.  We are witnesses to Him and we testify about Him. We carry on His Gospel preaching.  Listen to what Jesus said about His own earthly ministry.
John 12:47-48  47 "If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.
So the results of judging are grave.  They make us sinners who transgress Christ’s Command to His people.  

John 13:34-35  34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

The Resolve Not to Judge Others [12-13]

James 2:12-13   12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty:  Nothing, absolutely nothing will tame the tongue accept The Living Word of Our Savior,  empowered by the Holy Spirit whom He sent.  The Law of Liberty is not your condemner, but your liberator.  

James 1:23-25  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 
Judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy:  The “law of liberty” is Christ Himself.  There is little doubt of that.  Jesus said, “If the Son will set you free, you will be free indeed.”  
Here James gives one of his faith quizzes.  They are designed to test the validity of our faith or trust in Christ.  Do we have mercy for others or are we deceiving ourselves?  Are we the man who looks in the mirror and goes away or are we those who stare….intently in the law that liberates us?  How do you score yourself on this?  This is a summary statement about what God has said.  Obedience to Christ is to love one another.  To judge one another is not to obey that command of Christ.  And not to obey Christ is not to show mercy.  
Ask for a verdict:  You really need to get this right.  If you feel superior to others or if you constantly pick apart everything other men do, you need to repent and turn back to your first love.  You need to see yourselves as the poor, helpless sinner that Christ loved and saved.  If you do mercy will flow from Christ to others, through your sanctified heart.  Then it will be true: “Mercy triumphs over judgment!”
CONCLUSION:  What do we have the right or obligation to do or not to do?

We have the right and obligation to declare, to men, the righteousness of God all men are accountable to.  We have the right and the obligation to proclaim Jesus Christ as the only man who ever met that righteous standard.  He is therefore the only hope of men for reconciliation with God and escape from eternal judgment in Hell. We have the obligation to testify to how God has graciously forgiven us and made us His sons and daughters by accepting Christ’s righteous payment for our sin.  We have the right and the obligation to invite other men to come to our beloved, gracious Savior to receive the same healing forgiveness that He has granted to us.  

We do NOT have the right to judge other men sinners.  Only Christ has that right.  We are His preachers not His peers.  We are judged sinners by the same standard God applies to all men.  We have been shown grace and are born again to eternal life through trust in Jesus.  This is not our doing and in no way qualifies us to judge other men sinners. We are called to testify to the Grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
1 Timothy 1:12-17  15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.  17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
This is why Paul could say what you and I can and must say: 
2 Corinthians 4:5-9   5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;  9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
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